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!
Series: The God of Mission 

Moved by the reality of Jesus: The Presentation in the 
Temple !
Main Point - “Speak confidently about Jesus as Saviour and Light (but expect it to be 
controversial).” !
Luke 2:22-40 !
Dave and Matt 
Dave and Matt are old friends, both in their thirties, both carving out careers, and living a good life in 
Melbourne. This Saturday morning they’re having breakfast at the new North-Fitzroy cafe, Mother Superior’s.  
Dave is a committed Christian.  He’s had ups and downs in his faith - but he’s currently going through a good 
patch.  Dave’s best friend Matt is what you might call post-Christian: he used to go to the same suburban church 
that Dave went to until first-year Uni, but then lost interest – and now is quietly cynical about anything to do 
with Christianity but still shows respect to his one or two Christian friends like Dave. !
So Matt and Dave have both ordered the Mother Superior big breakfast.  Matt’s reading The Saturday Age and 
focuses in on the article about the latest horrific findings in the Royal Commission into Child Sex Abuse in 
Churches and Community Organisations. This particular article exposes the past abuses done through a 
Salvation Army orphanage in NSW.  And Matt starts a conversation: !
He can’t believe how much evil the Royal Commission has uncovered, and that it is a complete outrage.  The fact 
that even the Salvos have their hands dirty is such a shame, he could understand the Catholics but not the 
Salvos!   !
Dave agrees.   !
Then Matt broadens the discussion so that it is about faith and says,  !
“You see, this is why I can’t buy into any kind of institutional church or organised religion anymore.  It’s all so 
corrupt and messed up.  There’s no hope or love in Christianity, it’s just paedophiles, rules, and bad 90s rock 
ballads.  Why aren’t more Christians outraged about all this?  Why don’t we see Christians up in arms about this 
evil in their church?  What about you Dave?  How do you manage to keep your faith?” !
To which Dave was equally outraged, and nodding his head to everything Matt was saying, but also a little stuck 
for how to  respond, !
“I guess the fact that there are Churches and Church organisations that have horrible corruption and sin in their 
history is consistent with the way the New Testament describes the Church.  The Church is made of broken 
sinful people.  And some churches and church groups are so messed up they should be in fact closed down.  I 
think also that there are, sadly, people who are involved with churches who are not interested in imitating and 
submitting their lives to Jesus, but just use the institution as a place to carry out their evil actions.  I guess I can 
separate my faith in Jesus from the black spots in the history of the church.  The Church doesn’t claim to be 
perfect.”      !
To which Matt, just nodded his head and shrugged his shoulder.  And then they moved on and talked about the 
upcoming Rolling Stones show at Hanging Rock. !
Notice Matt doesn’t push his line of argument too much on Dave, and Dave answers gently, and doesn’t push his 
views too much on Matt.    And they move on. !
This kind of gentle conversation occurs the way it does because this is how we live happily in a secular world.  
And by secular, I don’t mean non-religious. !
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Rather, listen to this definition of secular from the very important book, A Secular Age,  !
Author Charles Taylor defines Secularism as: 
“…a society in which…faith, even for the staunchest believer, is one human possibility among others.  I may find it 
inconceivable that I would abandon my faith, but there are others, including possibly some very close to me, whose way 
of living I cannot in all honesty just dismiss as depraved, or blind, or unworthy, who have no faith (at least not in God, or 
the transcendent).” !
This is our culture.  We might call ourselves Christians and feel some confidence in that identity, but we have 
close friends and family, perhaps even partners, parents, or children, who have different beliefs to us.  We love 
them, respect them, and don’t just dismiss them as depraved like we might have as Christians from an earlier 
period in history.   !
We don’t want to say things to cause offence, we don’t want to lose friendships, we don’t want to make waves.   !
If you’re like me, you’ve been in conversations like this before. !
But I actually want to challenge it. !
I want to challenge the tendency we have to not speak up in confidence about Jesus and not to make waves.  
Dave gave an ok response to Mat: he defended the church to a point, but he didn’t go on and speak about the 
good things about faith in Jesus, he didn’t go on to speak of his love of God.   !
Last year our core team developed a vision for Merri Creek, and the line in the vision is to be a church that has 
an “open and charitable dialogue with the no religion tribes of Melbourne’s Inner-North.”  I’ll be unpacking that 
next week in our vision series.   !
But what does it mean to have this kind of dialogue? !
Our passage is the last in the Epiphany stories, and it tells us of the occasion when Mary and Joseph brought the 
baby Jesus to be dedicated to God at the Temple.  But in doing so they meet a man (who was at the end of his 
life) and an old woman, both of them were emotionally moved and praised God when meeting Jesus. !
———— 
!
I’m going to focus in on Simeon’s words about Jesus in verses 29-35.  And we will hear Simeon say:  
 Jesus is God’s Salvation 
 Jesus is light to the Gentiles 
 Jesus is a cause of division !
I want us to be thinking, “how can I talk more confidently and genuinely about Jesus as saviour and 
light.”   !
And secondly, given that the message of Jesus both attracts some and repels others (according to 
Simeon) “am I talking about the real Jesus when I talk to my friends?  Or am I selectively describing 
Jesus so as not cause offence?” !!
They go to the temple to dedicate Jesus v22-24 
Mary and Joseph were a religiously pious couple, they went to the Temple in Jerusalem to fulfil all that was 
required in the law of Moses. They went for Mary to be ritually purified after giving birth, and to dedicate Jesus 
to God.  !
Enter Simeon 
As Mary and Joseph walk into the Temple to do their thing, an old man called Simeon appears.  Like Mary and 
Joseph, he too is “righteous and devout” according to Luke.    The Holy Spirit was on him.  The Spirit had told 
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Simeon to wait for this moment to meet the Messiah, this is no random meeting.  God is choreographing this 
event.   !
So Simeon takes Jesus in his arms and praises God, saying: !

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.  

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:       
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and the glory of your people Israel.” !
And Mary and Joseph marvelled at Simeon’s words. This is our amazing son! !
No wonder Simeon was praising God, he had seen God’s way of reducing the world: he was holding in his arms 
the one who would defeat evil, the one who would provide forgiveness, the one who would bring healing.  He 
had waited for this for his whole life, he had seen the light for revelation to the Gentiles. !
Similarly Anna the Prophetess responded to the sight of Jesus by giving thanks to God, and telling people about 
Jesus’ role in God’s plan to bring salvation to Israel. !
Simeon and Anna spoke boldly and confidently about Jesus - what they said about Jesus being the saviour, got 
to the heart of it. !
This sermon series has been called the God of Mission.  Jesus is God’s mission strategy to the world.  He loved 
the world so he sent his Son Jesus.  Jesus is God’s main mission strategy. !
So why is it that when we talk about Jesus to our friends and family who are not believers, we talk about all 
kinds of things, but we find it so awkward to talk about the heart of who Jesus is, “salvation” and “light”?   !
So that brings us to the first question to consider,  !
1) “How can I talk more genuinely and confidently about Jesus as Saviour and Light?” 

!
A transformed heart 
Firstly, the fact that you find it awkward to talk about Jesus as saviour and light to the world, is perfectly 
understandable given the fact that we live in a secular country.  Saying out loud, Jesus is “God’s salvation for the 
world” pushes against the non-judgmentalism of secularism.  It’s hard to sound accepting and tolerant of your 
friend’s beliefs if you start suggesting they need a saviour and a God to shine light into the darkness of their 
world.  !
But the thing is, if we are really have had our hearts transformed by salvation from Jesus, we will have a very 
nuanced tone to our speech and relating.  If we really have had our hearts transformed by Jesus, we will  
not sound critical or condescending of other people but humble and if anything gently self-critical, because we 
know how much we owe to Jesus for our own salvation.  And also, if your friend really knows you well, they will 
see evidence of your genuine response to Jesus as saviour and light.  They will see you being other-person-
centred and self-sacrificial in a joyful way.  Being other-person-centred in a duty bound and joyless way is not a 
genuine response to Jesus salvation, rather it’s a poor attempt to work hard to save yourself. 
   
I guarantee you that if your heart has really been transformed by Jesus the saviour, your friends will see that 
transformation and the outward effects of that on your life, and this in itself will open a door of opportunity 
with them.  While we might assume our secular friend will hear us being judgment when we talk about Jesus as 
saviour and light, they will won’t be able to ignore the evidence of your humility. !
In the conversation between Matt and Dave, Dave’s response demonstrated humility.  He was not defensive but 
openly admitted the sins of the church.  But then he did not go the next step and talk freely and joyfully about 
his confidence in Jesus as saviour and light.  But he could have easily taken the conversation in that direction.   !
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It was Einstein who actually said, "It's easier to de-nature plutonium than it is to de-nature the evil heart of 
man.”  The change in heart that Jesus brings to our lives is miraculous, and we should not underestimate how 
much that is inspiring and visible to our friends. !
A godly life 
Secondly, to be able to talk confidently and genuinely about Jesus as God’s salvation and light to the world, it’s 
good to imitate Simeon and also Anna the prophetess and aim to live a righteous and devout life.  Anna 
worshipped God day and night, fasting and praying.  It’s through a life committed to God that you will realise 
how much more you need Jesus.  And you will be continually moved to praise God like Simeon and Anna did 
when you meditate on the fact that God has saved you through Jesus.  Once you know this for yourself, then 
you will be more convincing as you explain this to others.  !
You need to be reminded on a daily basis of who you really are before God, and who God really is over you, and 
how much you need Jesus.  We need to acknowledge both our sinfulness and perhaps our religious self-
righteousness and say to Jesus “I need you.”   !
The correct life posture to Jesus 
In traditional church, when we pray, we get on our knees.  Why? Because this is a posture that reminds us that 
we are not the saviour but Jesus is our saviour.  This is a posture of humility.  What I have been suggesting is a 
life posture towards Jesus.  If we have had a right response to the gospel, and an ongoing life seeking to be 
obedient to Jesus, this is a right life posture to the Jesus who brings salvation and light to the world. !
2) “Am I talking about the real Jesus when I talk to my friends?  Or am I selectively 
describing Jesus so as not cause offence?” 
Key to Charles Taylor’s definition of secularism is this idea that we hold to can hold to our views, and in an 
unchallenging way be accepting of our friends different views.  This is not just about their religious views but 
about their life choices as well. !
In the new Spike Jones film titled “Her” staring Joaquin Phoenix, the film takes this extreme non-judgmentalism 
to the next level, when Joaquin’s character announces to his friends that he has a new girlfriend who is in fact 
not a human being, but a computer program artificial intelligence.  His friends simply respond by saying “oh 
that’s great, congratulations.”   Maybe we’re not there yet, but imagine how emotionally warm and intelligent 
Siri or Google Voice will be in fifty years time?  Maybe we will want to lie in bed at night and talk to our smart 
phones?   This is the natural non-judgmentalism trajectory of secularism.  !
Which means it poses a problem for Christians because the real Jesus brings division and can cause offence. !
Simeon said to Mary and Joseph some sobering words about Jesus, he was no mere peace loving hippy,  !
 v34 “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be  
 spoken against, 35  so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce   
 your own soul too.”  !
Simeon knew that while Jesus will attract and lift up those people who accept him, those who reject him and 
speak against him, will actually fall.  He will be the cause of division.  If you think back to the first talk in the 
Epiphany series on the visitation of the three wise men, which actually comes after this  in time, the baby 
saviour Jesus is already causing division.   Herod, who rejects Jesus as saviour, is trying to get him killed. 
   
Either he makes us to stumble and fall or he makes us to rise and climb.It all depends on our response to him. 
Some people have a cynical response and despise him and reject him.  While others find themselves 
overwhelmed with a  miraculous love and embrace him. !
Here is the profound paradox of this baby Jesus.  Nobody divides like he does. And nobody unites like he does. !
When we are face to face with Jesus Christ we are forced to be for or against him.  We are obliged to choose. !
English Theologian John Stott said,  !
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 “To take Jesus into our arms is about welcoming him. Then you can say - now I’m ready to die. - but  
 you’re going to live…” !
We’re not really talking about the real Jesus if the message doesn’t offend, and we are not really talking about 
the real Jesus if the message is not attractive. !
If you never find your discussions about faith and Jesus Christ never raise a response, then you need to ask 
yourself if you are tapering your explanation, or watering down Jesus. !
Conclusion 
My challenge to you is to have the same response towards Jesus in your life as Simeon and Anna did.  They saw 
Jesus for who he really is, and they praised God, for his gift of Jesus.  Have confidence that when faith comes up 
in conversation over your big breakfast at Mother Superior’s cafe, to talk about Jesus as the one who brings 
salvation to people.  Talk about Jesus who shines a light into people’s life.  Know that some will reject Jesus and 
perhaps even cough up their hash brown and spill their latte as a result (and reject you).  But also know that 
others will accept him and find true life.  !!


