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A Dream for the Inner-North 

KNEAD: Inspiring Creatives 
Ephesians 2:10 !
Main Point: Knowing our creator God should inspire creatives (and all of us) to respond in praise, in good works, 
and in hope. !
BACH 
When the genius baroque composer Johann Sebastian Bach was 48 years old, he acquired a copy of Luther's 
three-volume German translation of the Bible. Bach pored over this book as if it were his prized treasure. 
With quill in hand, he underlined verses that stood out, and even corrected slight errors in the German text 
and commentary: he a real eye for detail.  At 1 Chronicles 25 he read about King David setting aside 
musicians in his court for the role of musically accompanied prophesying.  And in the margins he wrote,  

 "This chapter is the true foundation of all God-pleasing music."  

Then, at 2 Chronicles 5:13, he read about the temple musicians praising God, and his note in the margin said,  

 "At a reverent performance of music, God is always at hand with his gracious presence." 

Bach is one of the iconic genre defining composers in the history of western music.  He is also a composer 
who was inspired by Jesus.  At the bottom of all of his sacred works, and many of his secular works, Bach 
wrote the the letters S.D.G. Which stood for “Soli Deo gloria” - this was a latin phrase that became an 
important doctrinal principal in the reformation that meant “for Glory to God alone”. !
———————— !
VISION STATEMENT 
The last concept in our vision statement states that we want to be a church that “inspires creatives.”  This 
was the icing on the cake of our vision, and icing that I really wanted.  It came out of a personal conviction 
that I believe God has called me to minister to inner-city creatives.   A “Missiologist” is a person who studies 
mission.  And a basic truth of missiology is that it is always preferable for mission to be indigenous: if you can 
find a missionary from within the tribe, then use that person.  I believe that God wants me to be a missionary 
to the creative classes.  But I don’t think that he wants me to do it on my own.  So will you join with me in 
reaching the creatives? !!!
Who are the creatives? !
THE CREATIVES 
The Creative Class is an important part of western culture has been described as: “a fast-growing, highly 
educated, and well-paid segment of the workforce on whose efforts corporate profits and economic growth 
increasingly depend. Members of the creative class do a wide variety of work in a wide variety of 
industries---from technology to entertainment, journalism to finance, high-end manufacturing to the arts. 
They do not consciously think of themselves as a class. Yet they share a common ethos that values creativity, 
individuality, difference, and merit.” (Richard Florida, 2002) !
Melbourne’s Inner-North is one of Australia’s heartlands of the Creative Class.  The communities in the 
neighbouring cities of Yarra and Darebin love their festivals, live music, boutique shops, and place a high 
value on contemporary design and fashion.   
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!
Even for those whose primary industry is not traditionally viewed as “artistic”, they often have a parallel 
artistic heart career: “I’m a high school English teacher, and I’m about to release my second folk album....on 
vinyl,” or “I’m a lawyer and a humanitarian short film producer.”  It’s almost as if the personal identity and life 
meaning of The Creatives is more linked to their outside-of-paid-work-hours artistic pursuits than their 
actual work. !
WHAT I’M NOT SAYING 
I feel it’s important to clarify that I am not saying that Merri Creek will exclusively minister to creatives.  
Rather, we want to make a concerted effort with this group as we are with the no-religion tribes and the 
spiritual seekers.  This is not about being exclusive but about working to our strengths. !
EPHESIANS 2:10 
The text I am working from this morning is Ephesians 2:10 !
 For we are what he has made us (his workmanship), created in  Christ Jesus for good works, which God  
 prepared beforehand to be our way of life. !
This verse goes to the heart of the matter for the creatives.  Let’s look at the verse. !
Ephesians is Paul’s letter to the church Ephesus, and discusses  how extraordinary life is when we are in a 
relationship with Christ.  Chapter 2 focuses on the seriousness of our sin:  "You were dead through the 
trespasses and sins in which you once lived.” But then Paul explains the good news by explaining that 
through the grace of Jesus, we can become alive.  Then in verse 10, Paul says in on the fact that we have been 
made alive through God’s creative power. !
As we discuss God as creator I want us to think about this in three ways:   
 First, we have been created by God.  
 Secondly, as Christians we have been brought from death to life by God’s work to recreate us 
 And thirdly, we are a new creation.  
  
 Creation, recreation, new creation !
If we can introduce creatives to their creator, then they will be truly inspired. !
1) CREATION !
[First idea: Because God created us, it is natural to praise him.] !
First we need to know that we are all created by God.  !
PSALMS 
The Psalms, a book of poems and songs, marvels at the implications of having God as our creator. !
Psalm 139, 

13 For you created my inmost being;  
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  
your works are wonderful,  
I know that full well.  !
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God knows us intimately, he put us together cell by cell, he sowed together our DNA, just ask Harshini how 
beautiful that must be to look at.   !
God even saw us before we were created: he could see our lives mapped out.  He knew the day you first 
walked, your friends at school, he knew what interests you would develop, he knew all your mistakes, he 
knew the people who are special to you, he knew all of your regrets and all of your dreams.   The psalm 
finishes by marvelling at the mind of God,  !

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, God!  
How vast is the sum of them!  !

Psalm 94 makes a different point that if God created us, he can do all the things we can do,  !
Psalm 94:9 

 9 Does he who fashioned the ear not hear?  
 Does he who formed the eye not see?  !

These Psalms urge us towards responding to our creator God who intimately knows us, by praising him. !!
JOB 
In the book of Job, Job in the midst of his suffering, gets his life in perspective by marvelling at his creator 
God.   !

7 He spreads out the northern skies over empty space;  
he suspends the earth over nothing.  

8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds,  
yet the clouds do not burst under their weight… !

….14 And these are but the outer fringe of his works;  
how faint the whisper we hear of him!  
Who then can understand the thunder of his power?”  
JOB 26:7-14 !

Job realises that because God is the great creator and sustainer of the universe, how can a mere mortal 
possibly begin to assume he understands why God has allowed suffering to occur?  God must have his good 
reasons says Job – reasons that neither he nor his friends could ever begin to grasp.    !
Likewise Ecclesiastes considers God’s awesome creative power, 
 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no  
 one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 
      Ecclesiastes 3:11 !
THE CREATOR PARADOX 
What the Psalms, Job and Ecclesiastes show us is that the creator God deserves our humble praise.   !
But there is a beautiful paradox.   !
On the one hand, as creator God is intimately close to us like a mother is to a child - he knows everything 
about us - and therefore we can rest in that.   !
On the other hand, he is infinitely powerful and soars over time and space at such heights that we cannot 
begin to comprehend his thoughts.   !
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As we introduce creatives to their creator, I think it’s worth remembering to appeal to these kind of 
mysteries.   !
Engineers and concrete thinkers like the logical arguments.  Artists tend to be attracted to the 
transcendence and the mystery.  This is a stereotype I know, but it seems to be true.  !
CREATIVITY IN WORSHIP 
When we use the arts in worship, it helps us to explore the mysteries of God – who is both intimately close 
and infinitely far above us.   
 For example, when Libby paints during my talks, which she will do again next week for the Lent 
series, perhaps this might help  you to meditate on the mysteries of the Creator God who sent his Son to 
die in our place.  When we sing in church, it’s not simply another opportunity to recite theology in musical 
form, but the artistry of music, the interactions of the sounds, the harmonies, and the beats, functions to 
help us to reflect on mysteries that perhaps words cannot communicate.  Think about how much your heart 
moves with inspiring music. !
Yes, God is your creator, so praise him, but Ephesians 2:10 is giving us a special focus on God’s creative 
power. 

!
2) RECREATION !
Main idea: God has recreated us so it is appropriate to respond in good works !
The good news of Ephesians 2:10 is that while we were as good as “dead” walking around in our sins, God 
intervened, and recreated us as new people in Christ Jesus.   !
NOT OUR ACHIEVEMENT 
Salvation, therefore, is not our achievement.  That would be like saying the Mona Lisa painted itself.  No, the 
God who first created us, has now recreated us.   We have no reason to boast, rather the right response is to 
devote our lives to our creator.   !
“10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” "!
GOD’S MASTERPIECE 
Now, we are not just any old recreation of God.  He’s no factory pumping out widgets.  To the contrary!  
Ephesians 2:10 says that we are God’s Masterpiece!  In art, we are reluctant to use the word ‘masterpiece’.  
It's a word like ‘genius’ that gets overused.  Also, art is subjective, so who’s to say if a work is a masterpiece or 
not? !
Where the New International Version translates "Workmanship".  This comes from the Greek word 
"Poiema" which sounds remarkably similar to our english word ———“poem.”   “Poiema” does translate as 
poem, it can also mean, “work of literature”, “work of art”, or “masterpiece".   We are: God’s White Album;  his 
Pride and Prejudice; his Chrysler Building; his Starry Night…  !
Suffering 
Now the thing is with masterpieces, is that they take time.  They are a process of drafting and redrafting, and 
refining.  Because we are God’s masterpiece, this is also true for us.  !
When we agree to follow Christ, we agree to enter into the world of his suffering.  But we know, as Paul 
writes in Romans 5, that suffering is part of the process of shaping us into disciples:   “suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” !
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!
In CS Lewis’ great book on suffering called The Problem of Pain, he writes, !
 "We are, not metaphorically but in very truth, a Divine work of art, something that God is making,   
 and therefore something with which He will not be satisfied until it has a certain character.”   !
Lewis says, imagine an artist working on a great masterpiece.  He will love the canvas as if it were his own 
child.  This is his greatest achievement.  Lewis says, imagine if that work of art had the ability to feel human 
emotions.  After being rubbed and scraped and refined for the twentieth and thirtieth time, the artwork 
would start to wish it were just a sketch that was completed in a minute.   !
Lewis says,  !
 “In the same way, it is natural for us to wish that God had designed for us a less glorious and less   
 arduous destiny; but then we are wishing not for more but for less.” !
When we go through suffering, we cry out to God like Job and the psalmists did.  In those times, remember 
you are his masterpiece, and he is perfecting you. !
DEATH TO LIFE 
Paul writes in 2 Cor 5:17, !
 " 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is "
" here! "!
The great benefit of being brought from death to life by God is that we are able to live the life he wants us to 
live.  !
RECREATED FOR GOOD WORKS 
And this is exactly what Ephesians 2:10 says - we have been created for good works.  So we don’t remain 
passive as recipients of God’s grace.  We don’t continue in our sins.  But rather, we respond to his grace with 
good works.  Despite what you might think, good works are inseparable from your salvation.  They are not a 
requirement for your salvation, but a consequence or evidence of your salvation.   !
WHICH GOD PREPARED BEFOREHAND   
These good works are, according to Ephesians 2:10, prepared beforehand by God to be our way of life.  
Because God is our creator and rises up above time and space, he was able to prepare our good works for us 
before time began.  Before God recreated us, we walked in sin.  Now, we walk in good works - which God has 
eternally planned for us to do.  !
OUR GOOD WORKS WITH CREATIVES 
These good works include all the Jesus like actions we will do as individuals and community: serving each 
other, being generous, being sacrificial, speaking words of love, forgiveness, fighting for justice, telling 
people about Jesus. !
As we live out these good works in the Inner-North, it will become a way of promoting the gospel.   !
Some strategies we have thought of to serve the creatives are:   
• Commissioning art 
• Offering live music/recording grants 
• Having artists in residence 
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• Generosity - blessing the community - showing understanding Blessing community with money gifts 
hospital etc…. 

• Establishing an indoor park for prayer and reflection !
As we do these good works we need to be praying that this will promote the gospel, and that creatives will 
come to meet their creator.   
 We need to pray that they will know what it means to experience God’s resurrection power in their 
lives.  This is all work that only God can do.  As Melbourne Biblical scholar Leon Morris writes, “Salvation is 
creation, recreation, new creation." !!!
So far we have traced this concept through:  
 Our saving God as creator - therefore we respond in praise; 
 Our saving God as re-creator - therefore we respond in good works’ !
Now let’s look at our saving God as the one who makes us New Creations. !
3) NEW CREATION !
Main Idea: We are a new creation, therefore respond in hope   !
To finish up,  !
Being a new creation is a very similar idea to being recreated - but has a different theological nuance. !
As new creations, we are the beginning fruits of God’s final New Heaven and Earth that will be completed at 
the end of time.  God’s creative power to make us new creations works both now and in the future.  Only 
then, will know ourselves to be God’s completed masterpiece. !
HOPE 
This should give us hope.  That when life seems hard, when our Christian faith seems like it’s failing – we 
need to know that God has our future mapped out.  And at the end of his plans, we will be with him in 
eternity – is work to refine us - his masterpiece - will be complete. !!
CONCLUSION 
We will do our very best to engage with the creative class in the inner-north, but when we do we will seek to 
point them to the great divine artist who wants to refine and refashion them into his masterpiece. !
———————————— 
This brings us to the end of our vision series.  And to the beginning of living it out. !
✴Imagine a church community that cultivates an open and charitable dialogue about Jesus with the “no 
religion” tribes of Melbourne’s inner-north  
✴ Imagine a church community whose active and transformative presence is dispersed in the 
neighbourhood like yeast in dough 
✴ Imagine a church community that nourishes spiritual seekers and inspires creatives !
Cultivating life in our neighbourhood 

Soli Deo gloria


