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"
Fruit of the Spirit (part two) 

Love 
John 21 

"
“God is Love” says the Apostle John.  But what is love?  And, to consider the opposite: What is 
hate?  It sounds quite philosophical all of a sudden.   "
This week we learned of the passing of the great South African leader Nelson Mandella.  
Here is a famous quote from Mandella on love and hate, "
 No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or his  
 background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate,  
 they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its 
 opposite. "
Mandella is right.  For all human beings are created in the image of God.  And if God is love.  
Then it follows, that love is fundamental to the God image that is present in all of us.    "
This morning is week two of our sermon series on The Fruit of the Spirit.  The fruit of the 
spirit is the Holy Spirit empowered characteristics that make up Godly Character “love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”   "
As I said last week, there is only one fruit that the Holy Spirit creates in us, and that fruit has 
all of those characteristics. The fruit grows slowly, it grows powerfully and changes even the 
hardest of hearts,  It grows internally transforming the deepest parts of our character, and it 
grows symmetrically - in other words all of the characteristics grow together. "
And so this morning we are focusing on LOVE.   "
There is no point pursuing the Christian life, or starting up a new church, if we are not driven 
and empowered and characterised and enveloped by God’s love.  Paul said to the church in 
Corinth, “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”  So what is God’s love like? "
I have for us seven characteristics of Christlike Love from John 21.   First let’s remind 
ourselves of the context. "
Peter’s Betrayal 
On the night of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion, just as Jesus predicted, the Apostle Peter, the 
close friend of Jesus, and the unofficial leader of the Apostles, betrayed his master three 
times by denying that he even knew him.  He denied knowing Jesus outside around a fire in 
the courtyard of the high priest during the trial,     ""
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 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples are you?”  
  “I am not.” "
Then, a few minutes later, they asked him again, "
 “You aren’t one of his disciples too are you?” 
  “I am not.” "
And then a servant of the high priest, a relative of the soldier whose ear Peter had sliced off 
said,  "
 “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 
  And he denied it a third time. "
And then, just as Jesus predicted would happen, the rooster began to crow.      "
No doubt, as the events unfolded of Jesus torture, humiliation and execution, Peter’s 
betrayal would have torn him apart.  He was just trying to protect himself, but actually, it was 
a sign of his self-centred weakness.  He was no Apostle.  He couldn’t even admit to knowing 
Jesus when the pressure came. "
So Jesus died, and was buried, and three days later rose from the dead.  And then he began to 
appear to his disciples, even up to 500 people witnessed his resurrection.  In John 21, we see 
one of the famous appearances of Jesus at the Sea of Galilee.  Here Jesus confronts Peter’s 
betrayal.  Here Jesus shows profound love and Peter shows how Christ’s love has affected 
him.  Here we see seven characteristics of Christlike Love.  

"
Seven characteristics of Christlike Love 
"
1. It Inspires Passion 
"
In the opening verses on John 21 we see Peter and some other disciples were back doing 
their old job, commercial boat fishing.   After an evening of unsuccessful fishing, early in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore and called out to them.  But at first they didn’t realise it 
was him.   "
Jesus called out to them to throw in their net again on the rights side of the boat because 
they would actually catch some this time.  And they did catch a big net full.  And it twigged to 
the Apostle John that this miracle was very familiar.  John leaned over to Peter and said, “It is 
the Lord”.   Peter, got all excited, tucked his smock in to his loin cloth, and ran splashing 
through the waves to the shore to meet his friend and master. 
  
When the Holy Spirit is working in our lives, growing the fruit of the Spirit, the Christlike love 
that is growing in us will cause us to feel joyful and excited.  In fact joy is one of the 
characteristics of the fruit of the spirit.  Here we see how overlapping the characteristics are.   "
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For Peter, seeing Jesus alive, was the greatest miracle of the universe.  It was final proof that 
he really was the Son of God.  It was evidence that death was defeated and sins can be  
forgiven.  So he ran half naked to the sand to meet Jesus. "
Christlike love inspires passion. "
Sometimes cultural pressure will hold you back from expressing your love for Jesus in front 
of other people.  But let me encourage you to let it all out.  If you are excited about Jesus, 
then don’t be afraid to show the world.  "
May Merri Creek Anglican be a church that outwardly excited about Jesus. 

"
2. It is a Blessing 
"
Christlike love is also a massive blessing.  Jesus’ miracle meant that they came away with 153 
fish and the net didn’t even rip!  It was a perfect catch.  Not only did they have a huge BBQ 
breakfast awaiting them that they could cook on the fire, but they had fish to take home to 
their families and sell at the market.      "
Another great image of the abundant blessing of Christ’s love is the story of the Prodigal Son.  
Remember when the younger son finally comes home and repents of his betrayal and 
humiliation of his Father, his Father responds by putting his cloak and gold ring on him, killing 
the fatted calf, and throwing a huge party. "
This is Christlike love: being over the top with generosity. "
How exciting would it be if Merri Creek Anglican became a church that was over the top with 
our generosity.  Imagine if when people were in need, we didn’t just give them a few coins or a 
sandwich, but we gave them our jewels and we threw them a party. "
This kind of ludicrous love can only come, when inspired by the Holy Spirit growing the Fruit 
of the Spirit in us.  "
So, Christlike love inspires passion, and it is a blessing.  

"
3. It is Tough 
"
But Christlike love is not all fun and games.: it is also tough.  Think back to a time when you’ve 
really done something that you are ashamed of.  It might be something not quite right with 
money, or something sexual that makes you feel dirty, or perhaps you have misused your 
power.  We all have felt shame at different times.  Usually there will be a person, or an object 
or a location, that reminds you of your shame.   "
In verse 9, we see Peter running to shore to see Jesus, which he did, but also to be confronted 
by an object that quickly opened the wound of his shame.  And that object was the fire of 
burning coals that Jesus had started and was standing by. 
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"
Sure it had some fish on it, and some bread, but the orange glow, and flickering flame, 
brought Peter back to that night when he betrayed Jesus not once, not twice, but three 
times.  Perhaps Jesus had just lit a fire to keep warm and to cook some fish and bread.  But 
perhaps Jesus was also playing psychologist?  We’ve got good reason to assume that Jesus 
was provoking Peter to confront his shame.  You see, just as Peter’s denial was threefold, so 
was Jesus’ question to him of “Do you love me?” "
Verse 15: “Simon Son of John, Do you love me more than these? – these fishing boats and 
nets.  Do you love me more than your old job as fisherman?” "
 To which Peter said, “Yes Lord… you know that I love you”  "
And again, as if that wasn’t a painful enough experience, HE ASKED A SECOND TIME, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” "
 To which Peter said, “Yes lord, you know that I love you.” "
And a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” "
And by this time, Peter’s heart was broken. "
 “Yes Lord, you know that I love you.” "
Christlike love is confrontational, it doesn’t sweep things under the carpet, it gets conflict out 
in the open, it says it as it is. "
Where churches often go wrong, is that there isn’t enough tough love.  People aren’t willing 
to talk about the real hard issues out in the open.  As a spiritual family, there will be time 
when we let each other down.  Let those be one of the times that Christlike tough love is on 
display. "
Christlike love inspires passion, is a blessing, and is tough. 

"
4. Is empathetic and emotionally intelligent "
In the influential book Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, the author Peter Scazero, makes the 
point that awareness of yourself and your relationship with God are closely tied.  In support 
of Scazero’s claim, the early church father Saint Augustine wrote in Confessions in AD 400, 
“How can you draw close to God when you are far from your own self?”  And he prayed, 
“Grant, Lord, that I may know myself that I may know thee.”  The Carmelite nun Sister Teresa 
of Avila wrote in The Way of Perfection, “Almost all problems in the spiritual life stem from a 
lack of self-knowledge.”  And the reformer John Calvin in 1530 wrote in the opening of the 
Institutes of the Christian Religion: “Our wisdom…consists almost entirely of two parts: the 
knowledge of God and of ourselves.  But as these are connected together by many ties, it is 
not easy to determine which of the two precedes and gives birth to the other.”  "



Fruit of the Spirit - Part 2 - Love - John 21                                �  of � " Merri Creek Anglican December 8, 20135 7                        

Jesus is perfectly self-aware.  And thus he has perfect capacity to know his Father in Heaven, 
and to know people.  And therefore, Jesus is perfectly empathetic.  In the threefold “do you 
love me?” there is a subtle interplay. "
Jesus begins by saying to Peter “do you agape me?” to which Peter replies “yes I philo you.”  In 
New Testament Greek there are four main words for Love "

• agape “αγαπη” (no it’s not just a name for 1970s youth group) it is unconditional or 
covenantal love.  Usually used when talking about God’s love for his people and vice 
versa.     

• ερος “eros” which is physical, sensual, and erotic love. 
• πηιλια “philia” which is “mental” love.  It is a give and take love between friends and 

colleagues. 
• στοργη “storge” which is natural affection between parents and children, - usually 

love in the family context. "
 So the first and second time, Jesus says to Peter, "
“Simon son of John, Do you love me unconditionally and covenantally like God loves his 
people and like his people should love him?” "
To which Peter replies, "
“Yes, Jesus you know I love you as a good mate.” "
“Do you agape me?”  “Yes I phileo you”. 
“Do you agape me?”  “Yes I phileo you.” "
But then the third time, Jesus, whose love is sensitive and emotionally intelligent, and who 
shows complete empathy for his emotionally damaged brother, gives him a break, comes 
down to his level, and says the third time. "
“Simon, Son of John, do you phileo me? – do you really even love me as a mate?”  to which he 
said, “Yes Lord, I phileo you, I really do love you as a mate.” "
Christlike love, when it grows in us, makes us more aware of ourselves, and more aware of 
others.  Over time, Peter would discover this, as the Holy Spirit worked in his life.  Pray that 
God would make us an emotionally healthy church.  "
Christlike love inspires passion, is a blessing, is tough and is emotionally intelligent and 
empathetic. "
5. Is gracious 
Just as Jesus has shown grace to Peter by reinstating him through forgiveness, so he is calling 
Peter to respond in like by entering into lifelong ministry of grace.   "
“Feed my lambs and take care of my sheep,” says Jesus. "
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Dick Lucas 
There is a well known Anglican minister Dick Lucas who ran a large church in London called 
St Helen’s Bishop’s Gate that ministered to the financial district.  He was a very proper 
Cambridge educated bachelor.  When I was about 20 I attended a preaching school that he 
ran.     "
There’s an amusing story that he tells that I picked up somewhere along the way.  When he 
was a young priest, perhaps in his late twenties, he was invited to speak at assembly in an 
exclusive girls’ school in London.  At the end of the talk the principal said to the girls, if you 
have anything that would like to talk to Rev. Lucas about - life or faith related - he will be 
available to meet with after assembly.  So this stuffy English bachelor clergyman in his three 
piece black suit and dog collar sat in a small office, and heard teenage girl after teenage girl, 
go on about this boy and that boy, like an endless stream of Ja’mies.   "
And there he was trying his best to look interested.  And then he remembered Jesus’ words 
to Simon Peter, “feed my lambs.”  It was a powerful reminder of the nature of his calling as a 
Christian and as a minister.  Sheep are helpless animals who just stand there and eat grass.  
They will move if you guide them, but they might also wonder off.  And they won’t give you 
much back in return.  When Jesus calls Peter to feed my lambs, he is giving a powerful 
description of the one way nature of a life of service of God and of people.  This is Christlike 
love.  Not serving people expecting something in return, but serving out of an endless supply 
of grace.  And this is only possible in the power of the Holy Spirit. "
Nelson Mandela’s close friend and activist Desmond Tutu said, “In the end what matters is 
not how good we are but how good God is. Not how much we love Him but how much He 
loves us. And God loves us whoever we are, whatever we’ve done or failed to do, whatever 
we believe or can’t.” "
Christlike love inspires passion, is a blessing, is tough, is emotionally intelligent and 
empathetic, and is gracious. 

"
6. Trusts and empowers 
"
Jesus commission to Peter is also one of leadership.  And isn’t it reassuring that Jesus should 
entrust the leadership such a flawed man.  “Take care of my sheep” also is referring to the 
flock of the church.  Peter will become the leader of the church.   So our sixth observation is 
that Christlike love trusts and empowers people. "
At this point I strongly identify with Simon Peter.  Who am I that I should lead?  I am just as 
flawed at as the Apostle, if not more broken.  And yet God uses me.  And this is true for all of 
us here.  You might think of yourself as unworthy of service in the church.  And you are right, 
you are unworthy.  But God chooses to use us, broken people, who have been forgiven and 
healed through Jesus, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.   "
A key gospel truth I want us all to know is that Faith in Jesus makes us spiritually renewed 
and as a result, we are able to live the life that God wants us to live. "
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""""
Christlike love inspires passion, is a blessing, is tough, is emotionally intelligent and 
empathetic, is gracious, and trusts and empowers. 

"
7. Is sacrificial and selfless "
Finally, Jesus points Simon Peter to the ultimate form of love and that is is sacrifice. Verse 18, 
“When you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you 
are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you, and lead you where 
you do not want to go.”  Christian tradition says that kind of death Peter had was crucifixion.  
The Holy Spirit so powerfully in Peter’s life that his love for Jesus brought him to the point of 
facing his own execution.  This is the power of the gospel.  To turn our ego 180 degrees so 
that we stop worrying about ourselves, and are committed to serving others.  Jesus 
demonstrated this on the cross, and now he is calling you.  This is costly.   But this is where 
you begin to find true life. "
CS Lewis writes in Mere Christianity, “To love and admire anything outside yourself is to take 
one step away from utter spiritual ruin.”  This is the ultimate transition from self to others.  
This is the ultimate transformation from a life of consuming to a life of costly mission.   "
Christlike love inspires passion, is a blessing, is tough, is emotionally intelligent and 
empathetic, is gracious, it trusts and empowers and is sacrificial and selfless. "
Conclusion "
I said last week that I want Merri Creek to be supernaturally gentle like the cool breeze of 
the Freemantle Doctor - We are to be The Merri Creek Doctor.  This week I am saying I want 
us to be a congregation that personifies agape love, a congregation of passionate, self-
sacrificial, emotionally intelligent, shepherds who throw parties for the poor.   "
I want love to pour out of us.  Love, that is inspired by the Holy Spirit. 


